
Reporting Child Sexual Abuse
It is important to consider the details of the disclosure by a child of sexual abuse; very often the child will report the abuse

days, weeks or months after it has happened.  However, when reporting child sexual abuse, timeframes are crucial for the 

professionals undertaking an assessment or investigating so that the child experiences an appropriate response.

Forensic (within last 72 hours)

If a child discloses, sexual abuse, regardless of whether it is rape, sexual 
contact, touching over clothing etc within the last 72 hours

Telephone call to Police and the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub.  

Police are the only agency that can request a forensic examination

Consent to share information with police/MASH must always be considered 
from child/non-abusive parent. Seeking consent should not cause delay in 

reporting sexual abuse to police/professional line that may impact the 
forensic window. If support is required, seek safeguarding advice within 

your own organisation or contact police/ professionals line.

Child Sexual Abuse Services must endeavour to see the child within Forensic 
window

Acute (0-7 days)

If a child discloses, sexual abuse, regardless of whether it is rape, sexual 
contact, touching over clothing etc within the last 7 days.

Telephone call to Police and the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub.  Forensic 
sampling could still be obtained

Police are the only agency that can request a forensic examination

Consent to share information with police/MASH must always be considered from 
child/non-abusive parent.  Seeking consent should not cause delay in 

reporting sexual abuse to police/professional line that may impact the forensic 
window. If support is required, seek safeguarding advice within your own 

organisation or contact police/ professionals line.

Child Sexual Abuse Services must endeavour to see the child as soon as 
possible within Forensic window if required or within 24/28 hrs.

Non-recent

If a child discloses, sexual abuse, regardless of whether it is rape, sexual 
contact, touching over clothing etc. any time after 7days

Consent to share information with police/MASH must always be 
considered from child/non-abusive parent.  Seeking consent should not 

cause delay in reporting sexual abuse to police/professional line that may 
impact the forensic window. If support is required, seek safeguarding 

advice within your own organisation or contact police/ professionals line.

Local multi-agency safeguarding hub referral to be completed.  

Child Sexual Abuse Services must endeavour to see the child as soon as 
possible.
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